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2010 DEBOSE FINE ARTS PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

MARIE FLOWERS, MUSIC -SOPRANO 

 

 
 

 

COORDINATOR MIKE ESNEAULT, PIANIST  & COMPOSER 

HIGH SCHOOLS & JAZZ CONNECTIONS  
 
 

 
 

     Esneault has established a prolific career as a 

composer/arranger for various mediums, including television, 

motion picture, and live concerts as well as compact disc 

recordings As a pianist, Esneault has performed and/or recorded 

with artists such as Wynton Marsalis, Terence Blanchard, 

Nicholas Peyton, Pete Fountain, Donald Harrison, Marlon Jordan, 

Brian Blade, Frank Morgan, Alvin Batiste, Wes Anderson as well 

as many others. He has performed at such venues as The Kennedy 

Center, Lincoln Center, Chicago Jazz Festival, as well as 

international festivals in Switzerland, Brazil and more. Mike has 

received numerous awards including the Henry Mancini 

Fellowship as well as the Louisiana Division of the Arts 

Fellowship which allowed him to study in Los Angeles with film 

composers: Johnny Mandel, Dave Grusin, John Clayton Patrick 

Williams and Alf Clausen.  He is also currently on staff with the 

Gifted and Talented Program in Baton Rouge where he works 

with gifted young musicians.  clearcreeksound@eatel.com  
  

     Versatility and energy are boundless, as distinguishes this 

teacher, singer, composer and music director (conductor) is 

currently a Gifted and Talented music teacher with the East Baton 

Rouge Parish School System since 1999. She was previously 

Assistant Professor of Music at Knoxville College in Knoxville, 

Tennessee. At Knoxville College, she was also director of choral 

activities as well as coordinator of the community outreach music 

preparatory program.  Under her direction The Knoxville College 

Choir toured, performing in cities such as Birmingham, AL; 

Chicago, Illinois, Detroit, MI and the District of Columbia.  

      Since her residency in Baton Rouge, Flowers has focused her 

talents on developing as a teacher, artist and composer. She is a 

state evaluator for Louisiana Department of Educationôs Talented 
Evaluation Services. Additional include the director for the 

Summer Arts Camp at Baton Center for the Visual and Performing 

Arts, Baton Rougeôs premier arts elementary school.  

mflowers@ebrschools.org 

mailto:clearcreeksound@eatel.com
mailto:mflowers@ebrschools.org


                                                                                                                                                                                                         

      

COORDINATOR ALAN LEE MORTON, VISUAL ARTS  

 
 

COORDINATOR RANDELL HENRY, VISUAL ARTS  
 

 
  

COORDINA TOR HERMAN JACKSON, JAZZ -PERCUSSION 

     Over the past ten years Henry has visited museums and art 

galleries in Canada, West Africa, Greece, Mexico, Brazil, Italy, 

China, Japan, Turkey and other places where great art can be seen. 

Henry has shown his paintings at art galleries and other places in 

Baton Rouge for more than twenty five years. Currently, Henry is an 

artist member of Baton Rouge Gallery and Assistant Professor of Art 

at Southern University. Henry presently serves on the Boards of 

Baton Rouge Gallery, DeBose Foundation, and Acts and Deeds Non 

Profit Organization. He is President of Black Artistsô Network. 

      His paintings have been in major exhibitions at The New Orleans 

Museum of Art, Alexandria Museum of Art, Southern University 

Museum of Art, The West Baton Rouge Museum, The Museum Of 

Arts and Science in Daytona Beach, Florida, The National Museum 

of Ghana, Stella Jones Gallery, Dallas Museum of African American 

Art and several Julia Street Galleries in New Orleans and in galleries 

in other states of the U.S. randell_henry@subr.edu  

     Voted most outstanding at the National Jazz Festival held in 

Washington, DC at the Kennedy Center, the National Endowment for the 

arts awarded him travel study grants to further his professional career and 

perfect his craft, whereby he studied at Berkeley School of Music in 

Boston, Massachusetts with noted jazz great Alan Dawson; and in New 

York with Mel Lewis of the famous Thad Jones ï Mel Lewis Big Band. 

World tours include performances in Iceland, Greenland, Canada, Mali, 

Nigeria, Ivory Coast, the Cameroons, Zaire, Ireland, Helsinki, London, 

Paris, Barcelona, Madrid, Zurich, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Tel Aviv, 

Carnegie Hall, Caesarôs Palace in Las Vegas, 

     International Jazz Festivals include: the Royal Festival Hall in London 

England; the Playboy Jazz Festival, Newport Jazz Festival and the JVC 

Jazz Festival among others.  In South America, he performed in Sao Paulo 

and Rio de Janeiro in Brazil.  It seems Herman makes an annual trek to 

Europe, making several appearances at renowned festivals like the Berlin, 

Pori (Finland), Montreaux, Perugia, Nice and North Sea Jazz Festivals, in 
addition to annual performances with the Herman Jackson Ensemble 

locally and at New Orleans Jazz Festival.  herman_jackson@subr.edu  
 

 

     Artist and musician, Mr. Morton, has been teaching art for 

fifteen years.  He has had a lifetime career in art related 

ventures such as saddle making and design and illustrating for 

the National Park Service.  Locally, he has designed jewelry for 

Lee Michaelôs, drawn cakes for Baumôs bakery and created a 

large canon of illustrations, paintings and mosaics.  He brings a 

unique vision for his students based in the reality of a career in 

art. 

     Since Mr. Morton became a part of the Talented Visual Art 

staff in Baton Rouge, his students have exhibited their works in 

many venues including an exhibit in France alongside the 

works of master painter Cezanne.  His students have won many 

awards in competitions.  His students also work closely with 

the Talented Music and Talented Theatre students in cross-

curriculum collaborations in set design and construction. 

     Mr. Morton believes that art is a very personal journey and 

he demands great student skill and enthusiasm as he guides 

his students by introducing new techniques and 

approaches to creating art. amorton@ebrschools.org  

mailto:randell_henry@subr.edu
mailto:herman_jackson@subr.edu
mailto:amorton@ebrschools.org


                                                                                                                                                                                                         

      
COORDINATOR DORETHA FORTIER WILLIAMS, CLARINETIST  

 

      
COORDINATOR WILLIAM ñB.J.ò MC GIBNEY, TROMBONIST 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 
 

Doretha Fortier Williams is a native of New Orleans and a high school 

graduate of McDonough #35 Senior High School. Greatly inspired by 

the strong leadership of her high school band director, Mr. Lloyd L. 

Harris, she decided to pursue a dream of becoming a band director. 

     After graduating from McDonough #35 Senior High School, this 

dream carried her to Louisiana State University where she earned a 

Bachelor of Music Education under the instruction of Frank Wicks and 

Dr. Linda Morehouse. 

     She further studied at Southern University in Baton Rouge where 

she was awarded a Master of Education in Administration  and 

Supervision under the tutelage of Dr. AtleyWalker, Dr. Gussie Trahan, 

and Dr .Milton Kleinpeter.   

     In addition, she was granted a Master of Music in Conducting from 

the University of New Orleans mentored by Dr. Charles Taylor, Dr. 

Sean Wallace, and Dr. Jerry Sieg.  While pursuing her Master of Music 

degree, she conducted the University of New Orleans Wind Ensemble.  

She has taught 20 years in schools located in East Baton Rouge as well 

as Iberville Parish School Districts.  She is currently the band director 

at Park Forest Middle School. dwilliams@ebrschools.org  

Bass trombonist B.J. McGibney was exposed to music from birth:  

both of his parents are professional musicians, and his father was his 

first trombone teacher.  An accomplished vocalist as well, B.J. decided 

to focus on bass trombone at Murray State University, where he 

received his Bachelor of Music Education degree.   

     Additional study led to the pursuit of the Master of Music degree 

from Louisiana State University which brought him to Baton Rouge, 

where he met his wife, Lisa, also a musician.  He has played in the 

trombone section of orchestras across the country, including the Baton 

Rouge Symphony, where he was principal bass trombonist for a 

number of years.  He especially loves jazz and big band music, and has 

had many opportunities to play with groups such as Ned Fasulloôs Big 

Band and jazz musicians including Stephanie Jordan and Mike 

Esneault.   

     He has worked in area public schools as a band director and 

currently as a Talented Music teacher for the last 17 years, as well as 

maintaining a small private studio.  He actively contributes to music at 

his church ï playing and arranging.  He and Lisa live in Baton Rouge 

with their two boys, budding musicians themselves, William and 

Matthew. wmcgibney@ebrschools.org      

 

Southern University  c  Louisiana State University-Baton Rouge  c  

University of Nevada    University of South  Florida, Sarasota 

TOTAL EXPERIENCE:  33 YEARS 

     East Feliciana Parish Schools   c    St. Charles Parish Schools 

     Clark County School District, Las Vegas, NV 

     Sarasota County School District, Sarasota, FL 

     East Baton Rouge Parish Schools 

          Glasgow Middle School   c    Broadmoor Middle Magnet School 

                           McKinley Middle Magnet School 

¶ First Middle School Dance Curriculum, 1979 

¶ Performing Arts Middle School Dance Program, 1998 

¶ Expanded Middle School Dance Programs, 2004 

¶ Teacher of the Year-McKinley Middle Magnet School, 2006 

¶ Disney Land Magic Music Days, Orlando, FL, 2008 

¶ Dance Competitions:  Beta Talent, Myrtle Beach, SC, 2008 

¶ Liturgical Dance Minister/Dance Instructor 

o Donaldson Chapel Baptist 

o Wesley United Methodist Church 

o Elm Grove Baptist Church 

 
COORDINATOR FOR DANCE~  

ROBBYE L YNNE THOMAS 

mailto:dwilliams@ebrschools.org
mailto:wmcgibney@ebrschools.org


                                                                                                                                                                                                         

       
DeBose Fine Arts Series 

                           ñLiterary~Visual~Performing Artsò 
ñOpus 35:  Embracing the Artsò 

2009-2010 

 
     Significant to the theme:  ñEmbracing the Artsò the East Baton Rouge Schools Music and Fine Arts, 

 Gifted and Talented Programs, Magnet Schools Programs, and Southern University will be signature partnerships 

celebrating the 35th   season.  Principal administrators and representatives have joined with the DeBose 

Foundation to highlight these instructional programs through a curriculum focused comprehensive cultural 

enrichment series.   
 

Steering Committee for School Programs:   

¶ Gifted & Talented Programs:   Sherry Scardina, Jo Garner 

¶ Performing Arts/Music:  Wayne Talbot 

¶ Student Activities:   Ken Jenkins 

¶ Magnet Schools Program:  Carlos Sam, Therese Porter 

¶ Anchor School   McKinley Middle Magnet-Herman Brister, Jr., Principal 

¶ Anchor School   Scotlandville Magnet High School-Howard Davis, Principal 
 

Area Coordinators:  Interactive Exhibition and Performances for East Baton Rouge Schools 

Marie Flowers (Elementary Schools:  Gifted & Talented Programs, Music) 

Alan L. Morton (Middle Schools:  Magnet Schools Programs, Visual Arts) 

Doretha Williams (Middle Schools:  Instrumental Programs, Music) 

Mike Esneault (High Schools:  Gifted & Talented Programs, Music) 

B. J. McGibney (High Schools:  Instrumental Programs, Music) 

Robbye Lynne Thomas (Dance:  Schools & Community) 

Randell Henry (DeBose Board, Southern University Visual Arts) 

Herman Jackson (DeBose Board, Southern University Music: Percussions) 

Myrtle E. David (DeBose, Ex. Dir.) 
 

Community Partnerships: 

¶ Visual Arts: 

Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge (Derrick Gordon, Ex. Dir.) 

Baton Rouge Gallery-Center for Contemporary Art (Jason Andreasen, Ex. Dir.) 

Southern University John B. Cade Library (Dr. Emma B. Perry, Dean) 

Southern University Museum of Art (Vivian L. Kerr, Ex. Dir.) 

Baton Rouge Community College Magnolia Library (Jacqueline L. Jones) 
 

¶ Literary/Dramatic Arts/Dance: 

 Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge  

Louisiana State University, College of Arts & Sciences 

Southern University Department of Speech & Drama 
 

¶ Music: 

             Southern University College of Arts & Humanities 

      Southern University Department of Visual & Performing Arts 


