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The DeBose Foundation 

Post Office Box 64614 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70896 
             www.debosefineartsseries.com  

www.debosefineartsfestival-competition.com  

www.debosenationalpianocompetition.org  

 

Historical Site:  Southern University~Baton Rouge 
 

N Louisiana State Arts Council~ Division of the Arts 

N Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge~ 

N Community Fund for the Arts~ 

N Southern University, Baton Rouge~ 

College of Arts & Humanities 

 

For Information:  

 DeBoseFestival@aol.com OR DeBoseFineArts@aol.com    

 

 

Credentials Statement:   
This program is supported in part by support from the Louisiana State 

Arts Council, Division of the Arts Decentralized Arts Fund as 

administered by the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge, Arts Council 

of Greater Baton Rouge:  Project Assistance and Multicultural 

Organization Funding  and the Community Fund for the Arts. 

http://www.debosefineartsseries.com/
http://www.debosefineartsfestival-competition.com/
http://www.debosenationalpianocompetition.org/
mailto:DeBoseFestival@aol.com
mailto:DeBoseFineArts@aol.com
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Delony has won national and international acclaim as a jazz and classical pianist, conductor, chamber 

player, commercial composer, and arranger. His concert explorations of the jazz and classical piano 

worlds have been showcased in a recording entitled, A New World A' Comin' ï Classical and Jazz 

Connections, which was released on the Centaur label and is now in worldwide distribution. In a review 

published by Fanfare magazine, Peter Burwasser writes: "(Delony) plays with gusto and finesse, and 

with an especially nimble rhythmic sensibility, a proper combination of attributes for jazz, or any other 

kind of music-making, for that matter." Previous album credits include a recording of sonatas by Samuel 

Barber and Sergei Prokofiev, also on the Centaur label, and a jazz album entitled Civilized 

Conversations, featuring Delony and bassist Bill Grimes. His newest release is collaboration with 

bassoonist William Ludwig entitled Rhapsody in Bassoon on the Mark Records label, which features the 

world premiere recording of André Previn's Sonata for Bassoon and Piano. 

During recent concert seasons, Delony has appeared as piano soloist or conductor with orchestras in 

Wichita, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Toronto, Madison (Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra), Spartanburg (South 

Carolina), Rochester, Omaha, Nashville, Fort Worth, Shanghai and New Orleans (Louisiana 

Philharmonic). More recently, he has appeared as guest soloist with the Columbus (GA) Symphony, 

Orlando Philharmonic and Toledo Symphony, and as guest conductor/pianist with the Fort Worth 

Symphony, the Lexington (KY) Philharmonic and the Midland (TX) Symphony. He continues to be a 

frequent recitalist in many national venues, and presents master classes in both classical piano and jazz 

at schools and universities throughout the U.S. An experienced arranger, Delony's scores have been 

performed by pops orchestras nationwide. His work as pianist, arranger and conductor is currently 

featured in Club Swing, the popular orchestral show featuring the Minneapolis-based vocal group Five 

By Design. He is also the conductor/pianist on the CD recording of Club Swing, which was released in 

January 2002. 



 

  

~35
th

 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION~  
LEGACY PROGRAM  

DEBOSE NATIONAL PIANO SERIES 
 
 

April 10 -SATURDAY, 8AM-5PM 

PRE-COLLEGE COMPETITION  

DEBOSE FOUNDATION COORDINATORS  

DeBose Music Building/Selected Studios-CLOSED 
 

April 10 -SATURDAY, 9:30AM 

WILLIS DELONY , PIANIST~ 

MUSIC COLLABORATIONS~TWENTIETH CENTURY STYLES  

MASTER CLASS: OPEN DIV ISIONS 

 Co-Coordinators:  Myrtle E. David, Rebecca T. Cureau 

DeBose-Recital Hall- FREE & OPEN FREE & OPEN  
 

APRIL 10-SATURDAY, 11 AM 

WINNERSô REUNION -OPEN- RECITAL -DECADE~1980~ñSTELLAR MEMORIESò 

Co-Coordinators:  Myrtle E. David, Frank E. White, Rebecca T. Cureau- 

Original Competition Committee 

Scotland Magnet High School Auditorium-FREE & OPEN 

 

April 10 -SATURDAY, 1PM 

KEYBOARD FESTIVAL COMMUNITY PIANO STUDIO RECITAL:  

MYRTLE E. DAVID, COORDINATOR  

Co-Coordinators:  Velta J. Cross, Elizabeth Cobbins, Audrey D. Jackson 

 DeBose Recital Hall- FREE & OPEN 

 

APRIL 10-SATURDAY, 3PM 

WINNERSô REUNION -OPEN- RECITAL~ DECADE~1990~ñSTELLAR MEMORIESò 

Co-Coordinators:  Myrtle E. David, Frank E. White, Rebecca T. Cureau- 

Original Competition Committee 

Scotland Magnet High School Auditorium-FREE & OPEN 

 

APRIL 10-SATURDAY, 5PM 

DEBOSE HONORS STUDIO RECITAL: 2009 WINNERS 

THAIS PERKINS, COORDINATOR  

Co-Coordinators:  Judy Guilbeaux James, Myrtle E. David 

Scotlandville Magnet High School Auditorium- FREE & OPEN FREE & OPEN  

 

APRIL 10-SATURDAY, 7:30 PM 

DEBOSE AWARDS RECITAL CEREMONY: 20 10 WINNERS 

DEBOSE FOUNDATION BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 Scotlandville Magnet High School Auditorium- FREE & OPEN  

 

 



 

  

 Louisiana Heritage:  Embracing The Arts 
 

 
 

APRIL 1
st
-30

th
 :  10 AM-6PM 

 ñEMBRACING THE ARTSò: ARTWORKS & POSTER EXHIBITION  

EBR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ART EXHIBITION  

ALAN LEE MORTON, COORDINATOR  

Volunteer Team Coordinators:  Betty Chambers, Cynthia Oby, Randell Henry, Ronald Kennedy 

Elementary Schools Exhibitions:  East Baton Rouge Library Branches 

Middle Schools Exhibitions:  Baton Rouge Community College 

High School Exhibitions:  Baton Rouge Gallery 

Adjudication:  Irene M. Tucker, Cheryl McKay Dixon, John Williams 
 

APRIL 20-Tuesday, 9AM 

ñEMBRACING THE SPIRIT ~ EMBRACING THE ARTSò 

EAST BATON ROUGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS SHOWCASE~ 

MARIE FLOWERS, COORDINATOR  

Volunteer Team:  Sue Chernetz, Vonda Rogers Cooper, Jimmy Fleming, Cathy McManus 

McKinley Middle Magnet School- FREE & OPEN  
 

APRIL 22-Thursday, 9AM 

ñEMBRACING THE SPIRIT ~ EMBRACING THE ARTSò 

EAST BATON ROUGE  MIDDLE SCHOOLS~FINE ARTS SHOWCASE  

DORETHA WILLIAMS, COORDINATOR  

Volunteer Team:  William Koren, Walter Perry, Heather Owens, April McKell, Talia Aull 

 McKinley Middle Magnet School- FREE & OPEN  
 

April  23 -Friday, 9 AM  

ñEMBRACING THE SPIRIT ~ EMBRACING THE ARTSò 

EAST BATON ROUGE HIGH SCHOOLS ~ FINE ARTS & JAZZ SHOWCASE  

MIKE ESNEAULT & B. J. MC GIBNEY, COORDINATORS  

Volunteer Team:  B. J. McGibney, Shea Tully, Elizabeth Cobbins, Audrey D. Jackson  

McKinley Middle Magnet School- FREE & OPEN   
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 Welcome ! ! ! 
Artists, Teachers, Contestants 

Parents and Friends 
 

 

We are very proud to introduce you to the forthcoming DeBose National Piano 

Competition, April 10, 2010.  This invitation to the Thirty-Fifth Anniversary is open to 

aspiring young artists, professional artists and supporters, held annually in at Southern 

University-Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

    Celebration & R eunion will be the focus for the 35
th

 Festival.  As Arts enthusiasts 

come together DeBose Op. 35 will rekindle and create new bonds of learning, sharing 

and friendship for young and old.  In recognition of your dedication to excellence in 

Piano Performance, we wish to bring back the talents generated by the original Mission.  

     Annual presentations feature acclaimed artists and dedicated area and local 

professionals.  Emerging young artists in concert/recital, master class and informance 

will be afforded expressions of unique cultural legacies.  Recognitions of achievement 

and participation are available to all. Programming avails matchless musicianship and 

educational experience. 

      The ñuniversal languageò is found in creative expression, and is here in Baton Rouge. 

Louisiana hospitality is an international trademark and the festival is truly a multi-cultural 

experience.  As you examine this brochure, you will surely find your ñplaceò in the Arts.   

     Please take some time to learn about us, our program and our history of artistic 

service.  Write us!  Question us!  ~ Then, come, visit and experience the long tradition of 

Music with DeBose & Louisiana. 

      

Sincerely, 

          Myrtle E. David 
                Myrtle E. David, 

Executive Director 
 

 



 

  

                            
Tourgee Albion DeBose 

  Pianist~Professor of Music 

 Southern University-Baton Rouge 

 

ORGANIZATION : The DeBose Foundation, Incorporated/ 

Tourgee DeBose National Piano Competition 

Foundation, Incorporated 
 

EMAIL:   DeBoseFestival@aol.com OR  DeBoseFineArts@aol.com    
    
WEB:    www.debosenationalpianocompetition.org 

   www.debosefineartsseries-competition.com   
 

ADDRESS: DeBose Foundation, Incorporated  DeBose Piano Competition 

  Post Office Box 64614   Southern University 

  Baton Rouge, LA  70896   Post Office Box 11153 

  Tel/Fax:  225-387-5932   Baton Rouge, LA  70813 

        Tel:  225-771-3440   

 

FREQUENCY:  PRE-COLLEGE - 

    Annually-April, First/Second Weekend 

   COLLEGE/YOUNG ARTIST    

Biennially (Every Two Years):  April 2011, 2013, 2015. 
 

APPLICATIONS:  Downloadable 

 

     The Mission of the DeBose Fine Arts Festival-Competition is dedication to the pursuit of Artistic 

excellence (Literary, Visual and Performing Arts). More than thirty years of programming have served 

to:  (1) discover artistic talent among young performers and exhibitors; (2) provide competition-festival 

events for students that will instill and reinforce standards of excellence and achievement in the Fine 

Arts; (3) promote achievement by providing pre-professional presentation opportunities; (4) provide  

tutelage, presentations, performances and exhibits by nationally and internationally acclaimed artists and 

dedicated local professionals accessible to festival participants,  visitors and the local community.  

   Culminating events and ceremonies recognize contestants and participants at various proficiency 

levels. All events are -open-, providing the community with a schedule of events designed to inculcate 

national standards, educate and enhance general cultural awareness. The strength and longevity of the 

Competition-Festival is the result of community institutional sanction and support, community 

involvement, local, state and regional funding from the private and public sector(s).  

35 th  Anniversary Celebration  

DeBose  

National Piano Competition  

REFERENCE GUIDE  

Established: 1974  

Incorporated:  1986  

mailto:DeBoseFestival@aol.com
mailto:DeBoseFineArts@aol.com
http://www.debosenationalpianocompetition.org/
http://www.debosefineartsseries-competition.com/


 

  

DeBose National Piano Competition 
 

Purpose:  DeBose is a signature program that serves student artists from the elementary years through college 

and young artist levels.  Recognized for its signature:  Tri -Trac-Pedagogy System, developed for the benefit of 

talent diversity (Average, ñLate-Startersò, and Accelerated), the festival categories include: Elementary, 

Intermediate and Advanced levels.  The College Division provides competition for Freshman, Sophomore, Junior 

and Senior classifications.  Young Artist Division includes opportunities for Pre-College and College level 

contestants. 
 

Eligibility:  Open to all student pianists currently registered with a piano teachers or studio from pre-college 

(beginning First Grade-Age 6) through college  academic levels (Senior-Age 27).  Available to international 

students enrolled in the United States. 
 

Application:  Registration materials must be secured, completed with authentic signatures of teacher and 

contestant, and accompanied with the appropriate Fee:  Pre-College-$30.00, College-$50.00, Young Artist-

$75.00, made payable to DeBose National Piano Competition.  

. 

Community Partners 
 

 National Endowment for the Arts/Louisiana State Arts Council 

 Louisiana Division of the Arts, Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge and 

Community Fund for the Arts 

East Baton Rouge Parish Schools 

East Baton Rouge Parish Library System 

Southern University, Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge Community College 

Baton Rouge Gallery~Center for Contemporary Art 

Southern University Museum of Art  
 

DeBose Fine Arts Exhibition & Performance 
 

Purpose:  DeBose Festival is designed to provide creative experiences and opportunities for the benefit of school 

youth in the Literary, Visual and Performing Arts. Significant to the theme:  ñEmbracing the Artsò the East Baton 

Rouge Parish Schools Gifted and Talented Programs, Innovative & Creative Services, Magnet Schools Programs, 

Music and Fine Arts, and Southern University will be signature partnerships celebrating the 33
rd
 season.  Principal 

administrators and representatives have joined with the DeBose Foundation to highlight these instructional 

programs throughout a curriculum focused comprehensive week of events. 
 

Eligibility . Programming through community partnerships is a signature to the festivalôs charge for the benefit of 

community.  The festivalôs interdisciplinary focus applies the mutual standards of achievement through each Arts 

Discipline with special interactive ñparticipant-orientedò experiences. Each student is being invited to participate 

in this annual observance, and showcase artistic accomplishments through curriculum-driven enrichment projects. 

Participation divisions are:  Elementary, Middle and High School in Visual Arts, Jazz Ensemble, Instrumental and 

Vocal Music (solo and ensemble) and Performing Arts (Literary and Drama). 
   

Festival Facts: Dedicated to excellence in the Arts and Classical Piano Performance, the competition-festival is 

distinctively programmed for the best national and international student pianists and performers.  For more than 

thirty years, the programs have presented acclaimed visual and performing artists in exhibition, recital, master 

class and adjudication. The DeBose Foundation provides recognition experiences; presents informances and 

clinics for teachers, aspiring professionals and for community audiences, periodically promoting all aspects of the 

Arts professions.  The Foundation is committed to developing alliances with artists and related cultural, 

educational and youth agencies; providing a Calendar of Events of accomplished artistry. 
 

 


